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J is faster, more powerful, more reli-
able, easier to maintain, more techno-
logically advanced and capable of fly-
ing higher and farther than ever before.
Today, both U.S. and Allied C-130Js are
performing operational missions in the
Middle East in support of our
warfighters, as well in support of the
tsunami relief effort in Southeast Asia.
The J 1is performing superbly and
testimonials from the pilots using the
new planes have been extremely posi-
tive.

Mr. Speaker, there is a glimmer of
hope that the Department of Defense
has realized the negative implications
of this decision in the short and long
term and may be working to reverse
the decision. But we in Congress must
continue to do everything in our power
to ensure America’s ability to trans-
port troops and supplies and to perform
critical humanitarian missions both
today and in the future.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PRICE of Georgia). Under a previous
order of the House, the gentleman from
Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is recognized for
5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

——————

EXCHANGE OF SPECIAL ORDER
TIME

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to take the time of
the gentleman from Oregon (Mr.
DEFAZIO).

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Ohio?

There was no objection.

———

BUDGET AND TRADE DEFICITS
CONTINUE TO RISE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, last week
the President sent his 2006 budget re-
quest to Congress. Just yesterday, he
added to that request for supplemental
funds for fiscal year 2005. His own esti-
mate shows staggering budget deficits
to be handed down to the next genera-
tion, and to many future generations.
In fact, this administration is setting
new world records all over the place.
Not only record budget deficits but
also, importantly, record trade deficits.
In fact, they have now created a two-
headed monster. This administration is
exporting its bankrupt economic poli-
cies around the world through failed
trade policies. Just look at the num-
bers. Never has America had trade defi-
cits over one-half trillion dollars. Last
year, $617 billion, every year going
deeper and deeper, sinking deeper into
trade deficit with our trade competi-
tors around the world. This is not an
issue for Republicans and Democrats.
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This is going to hit everybody’s wal-
lets, from Wall Street to Main Street.

The trade deficit for calendar year
2004 smashed every record on the
books. That is right. Over one-half tril-
lion dollars. Now, who are these defi-
cits with? Let us start with China. If
you go out to San Diego and Los Ange-
les harbor, you can see ships coming in
from Asia as far as the eye can see.
Every single year of this Presidency,
we have seen the red ink from China
get deeper and deeper. In fact, last year
we were in debt to them, just for last
year, over $162 billion. That was up al-
most a third from the prior year. The
manufacturing portion of our overall
deficit worsened to $465.8 billion, 16
percent more than the record set the
prior year. With every billion dollars,
20,000 more jobs in this country vanish.
The deficit in advanced technology
products, which was supposed to save
us, worsened to $37 billion in 2004, fully
38 percent worse than the record the
year before. One can look in every sec-
tor with almost every major trading
nation and America is deep in red ink.

One other dubious record. People
talk about NAFTA. Here are the fig-
ures for Canada for 2003, the highest
level on record, over $67 billion. And
with Mexico under NAFTA, the budget
last year was close to $50 billion, near-
ly a $110.8 billion deficit in trade with
those two countries under NAFTA in
2004. The net result of all of this is the
weakening of our dollar. Even
Bloomberg says the steady decline in
the dollar is likely to resume again.
Secretary Snow says the administra-
tion believes in a strong dollar, but
what is happening does not match his
rhetoric. Meanwhile, prices go up for
our consumers in everything, including
petroleum, which is the basis for gaso-
line, and prices have been going up
there.

Make no mistake, America ends up
owing somebody else. But, in fact, it is
our children and grandchildren that
end up becoming less independent as a
nation because of these deficits as we
see one industry after another decline.
The President’s trade deficits and
budget deficits are setting these all-
time records.

I ask myself, in the major sector of
deficit, which is oil, when is America
going to wake up? When are we going
to have real leadership here in Wash-
ington for new sources of energy so
that these numbers stop heading in a
downward direction? Dependence is not
what America’s founders had in mind.
They did not envision an America in
hock to the world. We want an America
that is strong and independent, not
saddled with debt and beholden to for-
eign banks.

It is time to tell our President to
stop; stop letting our trade partners
walk all over us; stop negotiating trade
deals like CAFTA that hurt our work-
ers and give workers in other places no
chance to improve their lot when there
are no labor standards and environ-
mental standards that are enforceable;
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stop trading away America’s economic
future. America needs a positive eco-
nomic future that will help create good
jobs, new wealth and new opportunity,
not the Bush administration’s bank-
rupt trade and fiscal policies that send
our jobs overseas, our wealth to banks
in Beijing and Saudi Arabia, to whom
we now owe interest, and the bill for
all this nonsense to our children and
grandchildren.

———

HONORING STAFF SERGEANT RAY
RANGEL’S SERVICE AND ULTI-
MATE SACRIFICE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. CUELLAR) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor the exceptional service
of Staff Sergeant Ray Rangel and the
ultimate sacrifice he paid to the coun-
try.

Ray Rangel had hopes of returning
home this Valentine’s Day. Unfortu-
nately, a heroic act prevented this
from happening. He was part of the
Seventh Civil Engineering Squadron
that was ordered to stay in Iraq. At age
29, Ray had been in Iraq since Sep-
tember and was proud to be part of Op-
eration Iraqi Freedom.

Staff Sergeant Ray Rangel’s ultimate
sacrifice for his country devastated his
parents, Federico and Priscilla Rangel.
He was their only son and he acknowl-
edged to them that if anything ever
happened to him while he was overseas,
to remember that he was doing what he
loved to do and, that is, helping people.

A San Antonio native, Ray had at-
tended South San Antonio High School
and was a defensive back on the high
school football team. He was well liked
by all who met him. His sense of humor
and his habit of cracking jokes earned
him the nickname ‘“‘Crazy Ray’’ among
his teammates. After high school, Ray
married his high school sweetheart,
Selena, and together they had three
sons and a daughter. Despite their busy
schedules, Ray coached his oldest son’s
youth football team while Selena
coached the cheerleaders for their
daughter. Their three sons are now
ages 7 to 11 and their daughter is now
5 years old.

Federico and Cynthia remember Ray
as a devoted son and father. Through
his own example, Ray taught his chil-
dren of respect, discipline and service.
Two years ago when Cynthia had to
have surgery, Ray took leave in order
to spend time and take care of her. In
his spare time he would often take
friends and family on fishing and hunt-
ing outings.

Growing up in a family with a his-
tory of military service, Ray enlisted
in the Air Force soon after his high
school graduation in 1994. This year
would have been his 11th year serving
in the U.S. Air Force. Ray had consid-
ered going to college after serving out
his first enlistment contract. However,
he found the Air Force to be such a re-
warding experience and the people so
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